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Our Mission
“To make every child’s potential a reality by 

engaging and empowering families and 

communities to advocate for all children.”



what is reflections?
• 50+ years, nation-wide

• Include students of all grade levels

• Different theme each year

• Original works of art

• Six fine arts categories 

• Tiered structure: School winners - County Winners - State 

Winners -National Winners
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Champions the Fine Arts

While many schools are eliminating arts 

classes this provides an outlet for students to 

be creative and explore the arts

Boost Student Confidence

Students gain confidence and develop critical 

artistic literacy as they see their unique 

perspectives celebrated.

Reaches ALL students

This program has provided a structured yet 

highly accessible platform for students of all 

ages and abilities

Strengthen Community 
Connections

The program brings together parents, 

educators, and local volunteers to celebrate 

student achievement, fostering a supportive 

school culture that values the whole child.

How does Reflections benefit the sTudents?



low budget need

The program can be scaled to what your local unit feels like it can manage. You 

can choose to only offer one or two categories, and the program can grow as 

the local leaders feel more confident.

Being a  National PTA program, many resources are provided. Other resources 

are available on a national and state level through Facebook groups as a great 

way to get ideas from what other units are doing.

Reflections can be run on a very low budget. Local chairs could reach out to 

local business sponsors to offset costs if desired. 

Abundance of resource materials

scalability

Volunteer opportunity for working parents
Much of the Reflections program is handled behind the scenes or outside of 

school so this provides a great opportunity for working parents.

why should my pta participate?



Review of Reflections 25/26

• Over 900 students participated at the County level

• 146 students were recognized with State level awards

• 8 Florida students recognized for awards at the 

National level





ARTS CATEGORY & GRADE DIVISION 
OVERVIEW 

All entries must be an original creation done by a single student for this year’s Reflections 

theme.

Art Categories:

•Dance 

Choreography

•Film Production

•Literature

•Music Composition

•Photography

•Visual Arts

Grade Divisions: 

•Primary: Pre-K thru Grade 2

•Intermediate: Grade 3 – 5

•Middle School: Grade 6 – 8

•High School: Grade 9 – 12

•Accessible Arts (ALL GRADES)



The Reflections Process
Artwork and student 

entry form submitted to  

Local PTA/PTSA.

Local unit has judges review all 

student artwork and 

determines top three by 

category and division, which 

are then advanced to the county 

level

County Council collects 

finalists from all local units 

in the county and repeats 

the review process. The 

finalists are then advanced 

to the state level

FLPTA  collects finalists 

from all County Councils in 

the state and repeats the 

review process. The 

Excellence award winners 

are then advanced to the 

national level

National PTA collects 

finalists from all states the 

review process and 

determines National 

winners.



LOCAL PTA / PTSA UNITS

• Register your PTA with National PTA Reflections program at 

PTA.org/Reflections (Local Units must be in compliance in order 

to participate in Reflections).

• Visit the Reflections pages on the Florida PTA website to get all 

details for our program

• Kick off your program by celebrating Art in Education!

• Recruit Volunteers for your Reflections Committee & delegate tasks:

⚬ Promote Program

⚬ Coordinate Judging 

⚬ Host Celebration Events

STEP 1: REGISTER. CONNECT. RECRUIT.

SCAN TO REGISTER 

YOUR SCHOOL



LOCAL PTA / PTSA UNITS

• Plan ahead- all entries will be submitted digitally to State.

• Edit program materials to include:

⚬ Available arts categories for participation

⚬ Program deadlines

⚬ Directions for submitting entries

• Distribute to program participants

⚬ Student Entry Forms – Digital form or paper

⚬ Rules & Instructions

STEP 2: CUSTOMIZE & DISTRIBUTE

INCLUDE ADDITIONAL DETAILS IN 

THE STUDENT MATERIALS LIKE:

•CONTACT INFORMATION

•SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS (E.G., 

PHYSICAL VS. DIGITAL)

•ADDITIONAL RULES FOR STUDENT 

ELIGIBILITY



LOCAL PTA / PTSA UNITS PDF ENTRY FORM 101

LOCAL UNIT REFLECTIONS CHAIRS MUST 

COMPLETE ALL FIELDS IN THE PTA BOX – 

IDEALLY BEFORE COPYING!

STUDENT & PARENT SIGNATURES 

(ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES OK)

STUDENT INFORMATION 

SUBMISSION CATEGORY 

& GRADE DIVISION

SUBMISSION DETAILS

ACCESSIBLE ARTS SELECTION



LOCAL PTA / PTSA UNITS PDF ENTRY FORM 101

TITLE (REQUIRED)

SHOULD BE UNIQUE - NOT JUST THE THEME

ARTIST STATEMENT (REQUIRED)

10-100 WORDS- THIS SECTIONS IS WHERE 

THE STUDENT IS ENCOURAGED TO 

CONNECT THE ARTWORK TO THE THEME

ADDITIONAL DETAILS- THIS IS WHERE 

THE STUDENT CAN NOTE IF ANY 

TECHNOLOGY WAS USED, AND 

ACCESSIBLE ARTS ENTRIES CAN 

PROVIDE DETAILS OF THEIR 

ACCOMODATIONS



DIGITAL ENTRY FORM- NEW!!
National PTA now supports the use of a digital entry form

• reduces the risk of incorrect information due to handwriting or tranferring of data.

• helps to ensure that the student art files are the correct type

• Florida PTA is providing templates for Google and Jotform- instructions will be on https://www.floridapta.org/reflections-art-program/

• Please note with the Google form template- the local unit /county council must add in the File Upload questions so that the files are stored in your units Drive



LOCAL PTA / PTSA UNITS

Tap into the community around you when recruiting judges. Consider the 

following potential community members:

• Avoid having teachers or parents from the school

• Local art professionals like art teachers, artists or art businesses people 

will have connections and can serve as special “celebrity” judges.

• Former judges and Reflections advocates. Using kept records from past 

program years, reach out to re-engage or find new volunteers.

• Students and arts professors from local colleges and universities. These 

individuals may be looking for ways to get involved in their 

community.

• Former state-level Reflections winners and recent graduates. These 

folks already know and love the program– recruit them and let them 

feel like experts themselves!

STEP 3: COORDINATE JUDGING

Award of 

Excellence

Award of 

Merit

Honorable Mention



LOCAL PTA / PTSA UNITS

Advancement: 

• Local Units are to send their top entries in each category/division to County. 

Check with your County Council to find out how many you can advance and 

their process for advancing the entries. Check the FL PTA website to see your 

county’s deadline for advancing entries. 

• Submit Forms A & B to County Council

⚬ Form A helps us to understand participation statistics

⚬ Form B lists your advancing students for the next level to reference

• National PTA Portal may only be used by County Council Reflections Chairs 

and their committee members.

Celebrate your students:

•Assign awards by art categories and grade division.

•Announce winners on school websites and social media and tag

•Offer awards from ShopPTA.com and donated prizes from community supporters.

•Host a student recognition event for families.

•Showcase student works at school and in the community.

STEP 4: ADVANCEMENT & CELEBRATE 

@REFLECTIONS

@FLPTAREFLECTIONS

@FLPTA

@PTAREFLECTIONS

#ARTSED

#SHOWUSYOURART 

SOCIAL MEDIA TAGS



LOCAL PTA / PTSA UNITS

• Make sure to thank students, parent leaders, school personnel, Judges, and 

community businesses for their support!

• If you collected physical artwork, return non-advancing works and contact 

students who are advancing in the competition.

• Host a debrief with your volunteers committee.

• Update your PTA/PTSA Executive board with results.

• Record notes and contacts for next year’s Reflections Chair.

STEP 5: DON'T FORGET TO WRAP-UP! 



Reflections Timeline

Aug-SEPT October

REGISTER YOUR 

SCHOOL, SET YOUR 

SCHOOL DEADLINE  

AND ROLL OUT 

YOUR PROGRAM 

COLLECT STUDENT 

ENTRIES AND 

PREPARE

FOR JUDGING

Early November

HAVE YOUR JUDGING 

COMPLETED AND 

DETERMINE SCHOOL

WINNERS

November 20

SUBMIT YOUR TOP 

THREE ENTRIES PER 

ART CATEGORY AND 

AGE DIVISION

December/january

CELEBRATE YOUR 

PARTICIPANTS, 

RECOGNIZE YOUR 

WINNERS

LOCAL PTA / PTSA UNITS



Step 1

• SET YOUR COUNTY DEADLINE

• PROMOTE THE REFLECTIONS PROGRAM 

ENCOURAGE PARTICPATION OF LOCAL UNITS

County Councils

Step 2

•  HOST INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOPS 

• ASSIST LOCAL UNITS AS NECESSARY

• RECRUIT POTENTIAL JUDGES

• ESTABLISH YOUR PROCESS FOR ACCEPTING 

ADVANCING ENTRIES FROM THE LOCAL UNITS

step 3

• HAVE YOUR JUDGING COMPLETED AND 

DETERMINE COUNTY WINNERS

• ENSURE PARTICIPATING UNITS ARE IN 

COMPLIANCE



County Councils

step 4

ADVANCE TOP 3 ENTRIES IN EACH 

CATEGORY/DIVISION TO FL PTA BY JAN 11, 2027 

VIA NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS PORTAL.

(PORTAL MAY ONLY BE USED BY COUNTY COUNCIL 

REFLECTIONS CHAIRS AND THEIR COMMITTEE MEMBERS. )

step 5
CELEBRATE YOUR PARTICIPANTS, 

RECOGNIZE YOUR COUNTY WINNERS



Changes this year
Updated Materials

• Entry Form: Yes/No Accessible Arts Question A “no” option was added to opt-in question for the 

Accessible Arts division. This aims to further clarify the division’s purpose for participants.

• Film Production Clarifications Clarifying language was added to the Film Production guidelines 

regarding the use of digital slide presentations (e.g., PowerPoint) and original footage. "All entries 

must include original student footage/media/material. Digital slide presentations (PowerPoint) 

are not allowed."

• Leader Guides and Checklists Basic updates and enhancements were made to the digital guides 

and checklists for PTA Leaders and State Leaders to improve accessibility and relevance for 

leaders.

On Hiatus

• National Theme Search Contest There will be no Theme Search Contest during the 2026-2027 

program cycle. During the hiatus, National PTA will develop an updated contest structure and 

process to improve overall efficiency and contest participation.



NATIONAL PTA

pta store

helpful links

florida pta

FL Reflections FB group local leaders checklist

Student entry form

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.floridapta.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/26.27-fillable-student-entry-form_reflections.pdf


THANK YOU!

DON’T HESITATE TO REACH OUT WITH QUESTIONS!
Erin Monaghan 

Email: reflections@floridapta.org

https://www.floridapta.org/reflections-art-

program/

Scan for brainstorming worksheets to help 

your students get their creative juices 

flowing! 
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