Understanding Student Needs

WHEREAS, With the vast number of states participating, the Center for Disease Control’s Youth
Risk Behavior Survey is the largest and most comprehensive method to understand the needs
of children and youth in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Participation in this survey provides extensive anonymized data regarding children,
youth, and families. This enables legislators, policy makers, education planners, social service
workers, advocates, stakeholders, and others to inform their work and better meet student
needs effectively; and

WHEREAS, Florida abandoned statistical collection efforts via the Youth Risk Behavior Survey
in 2022 and substituted less comprehensive forms, thereby hampering educational and social
programs’ abilities to meet students’ needs; and

THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, Florida PTA urges the legislature, policy makers, and stakeholders to mandate the
collection of data via the Youth Risk Behavior Survey and support the collection of data within
their districts.



Rationale

Often, the best way to find out information is to ask questions and listen to their answers. The
Youth Risk Behavior Survey asks necessary questions so we can learn through their
anonymized answers what teens are doing and feeling. This gives us insight as to their physical
and mental health and their participation in risky behaviors that can lead to death. An analysis
of the reliable Youth Risk Behavior Survey results is crucial to improve Florida’s support of
students and families within the health, social service, and education systems. This knowledge
provides a necessary foundation for programs to meet students’ needs and address changing
trends.

As of 2022, Florida discontinued participation in the comprehensive, well-established Youth Risk
Behavior Survey. Without this key information, Florida’s health, social service, and education
systems will be unaware of students’ critical risky behaviors and experiences. Thus, students’
needs will be unmet in Florida.

As child advocates, we need the most comprehensive and accurate data to help our students.
We need Florida to participate in the Youth Risk Behavior Survey.
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