
TASER /STUN GUNS  
 
 

FLORIDA PTA POSITION 
 
Florida PTA urges the Florida Legislature to authorize an independent 
study on the effects of Taser guns/stun devices on the human body, espe-
cially children, persons with disabilities and other vulnerabilities, provide a 
mechanism for the training of officers based on research, and to set clearly 
defined guidelines on the use of Taser guns/stun devices as means of nec-
essary force. The use of Taser guns/stun devices should be permissible 
only in instances where lethal force would otherwise be necessary. 
 
Background 
 
The use of Taser guns/stun devices by law enforcement officials has been stead-
ily increasing and there has been a rise in injuries and fatalities due to its usage 
in recent years.  There is currently no research available on the effects of these 
devices on the human body, particularly on children and numerous questions 
regarding their safety have been raised in various segments of the community. 
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Talking Points 
 

• The only significant studies on the effects of these guns were done 
by the manufacturer itself 

 
• Not enough independent research has been done on the effects 

and safety of these weapons. 
 
• In particular, there is a lack of data on the effects of these weapons 

on children. 
 
• Currently, there are no statutes that specifically regulate the use of 

Tasers or other similar devices in Florida. 
 
• There is no requirement or mechanism for the uniform training of  

officers on the use of these devices, in the state of Florida. 
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